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and Bardowiek, was added the control of the most northerly
mark, known later as the Mark of the Billungs. He acquired,
too, the title of duke, and his descendants definitely became
dukes of Saxony by hereditary right until the extinction of
the male line in the twelfth century; but their authority
seems to have been mainly confined to East Saxony, where
the chief strength of the duchy was concentrated. Farther
south, count Siegfried was in command between the Saale
and the Elbe, and on his death in 937 Otto appointed count
Gero to succeed him. Between them, Herman and Gero
divided the responsibility for the eastern frontier of Saxony,
and well repaid the confidence that Otto placed in them.
Through all the ensuing troubles they remained loyal to the
king and faithful to their trust; not only did they quell
any aggressive action by the Slavs, but they actually advanced
the sphere of German control from the Elbe to the Oder.
Otto's wise choice, however, raised up enemies for him in his
own duchy. Both his half-brother Thankmar and Herman's
elder brother Wichman were offended at being passed over
when these appointments were made, and they joined in
revolt. The trouble came to a head in 938, but Wichman,
alarmed at the increasing disorder, returned to his allegiance ;
while Thankmar, after conspiring with the duke of Franconia,
was defeated and killed.
Che Magyars Meanwhile the Magyars had seized this favourable oppor-
tunity to make one of the most widespread and devastating
of all their raids. In 937 they broke into Germany en masse,
and though Otto was able to defend the frontiers of Saxony
he could do nothing to help the rest of Germany. One band
penetrated through Franconia into Lorraine and thence as
far as Rheims and Sens; 'another went through the south
of Germany into Burgundy ; and a third penetrated to the
south of Italy. In 938 they made another unsuccessful
attempt against Saxony, the last from which that duchy had
to suffer ; and for a few years even South Germany was free
from their raids.
The revolt of The Saxon revolt and the Magyar invasions were the
more serious because they came at a time when Otto had to
face the ducal challenge to his authority. Fortunately for
him Herman of Suabia remained loyal throughout, and the
other three dukes did not take concerted action. Arnulf of

